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A NEW KOREAN MITE 

(A CARINA, C^AECULIDAE) 

Harold G. Higgins and Stanley :Mulaik 
ruivrrsilii of Utah, Salt Laic Cif}/ 

111 a small collection of mites received by the simior author from 
Korea ther(‘ was an a])|)ai‘eiitly uud(‘sci‘il)ed rake -1 e<i’g(Hl mit<‘ of the 
genus CaccuJus. Tliis mite is named after Mr. Ted Tibbetts, who (‘ol- 
leeted this species from several localities in Korea. The tyj)(‘s will 
be deposited in the I'niversity of ITah Acarina collection. 

Caeciilus tibbettsi sp. nov. 

Duu/nosis. — Propo<los()riiji] pljite projects ov(‘r tlie ynntlio.soina ; iiiet,apo<losomal 
l>lnte witli () .s(*tae in a 2-!2-!2 secpience; I composed of 7 seyineiits and slijilitlY 
shorter than tlie laxly; trochanter I Yith li setae on the inner edge, - dorsal 
setae, and 2 small setae on tln^ outer border; basif(‘mnr and telofemnr T each 
witli 1 large blunt spine on their inner border. 

Dc.sc?'/pb’oa.— This animal is of medium size, and has a color of <lee]) bi'own. 
The propodosomal plate is notched near th(‘ tip, narrowed near the attachment 
of legs T, projects over th(‘ gnathosoma, and covers the guathosoinal tubercles 
from above. This plate has 2 small setae' in the notched areas on the anterior 
edge. A small seta is also found anterior to the eyes. ISfedian metapodosomal 
plate has 6 sjiatulate setae in a 2-2-2 secpience. The left and right lateral meta- 
podosomal platc's each have 2 spatnlate setae in a 11-1 se'qiience and 2 slitlike 
stigmata. The anterior transverse oidsthosomal plate has o setae in a more or 
less straight line. There are .I setae in a curv('d line on the posterior transv(*i-se 
opisthosomal plate. 

Lcr/.s\ — T.eg 1 is longer than any other h*g, but is slightly shorter than the 
body. Trochanti'r T has 2 larg(‘ clavate setae located on tubercles on the inner 
edge, 2 dorsal clavate setae, and 2 small setae on the outer v('ntral border. Basi- 
feiniir and telofemnr I each has 1 long blunt spine on their inner border. Thes(» 
spines are nearly as long as the segnu'nts on which th(\v are located. Genua T 
has 2 long, blunt spines on the inner edg<', but the i»osterior one is the shorter. 
Til)ia r has 2 long spines and 1 short spiiu' on the inner edge. The post(‘rior 
tibial spine is about one-half the length of the other spines and is pointed for- 
ward. Tarsus 1 has 4 short, shar]) spines on the iiinei* (‘dge terminating in a 
single (daw. 

ISfeasurements of the holotypt* arc': Length of body, LI 2 mm., width, .68 mm., 
length of leg T, without the c'oxa, l.Oo mm. Three other adult specimens have 
the following measurements: Tjength, 1.20, 1.12, 1.07 mm.; distam-e between 
e.ves, .38, .22, .21 mm.; length of leg T, I.O.a, .thb .92 nun. 

J)iscussio)i.- — Spec'imens are available from tlii'ee localities in Korea. 
Altliongli there are appai’cnt differences between individnals, all speci- 
mens are believed to represent oidy one species. Foi* example, one 
specimen from Amsa lacks the notched propodosomal plate, but it 
agrees within the known limits of individual variation in other d(dails. 
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The liolotypc and 1 i)aratype wore taken from niuhn* stones at Seoul, 
tvort‘a. .May 27, lf)o:5 l)y Ted Til)b(‘tts. Additional speeiimms, inelnd- 
inu- 2 iiiiniatnres, AV( 0 ‘e taken at Seoul, May 27, 2 immature 

specimens were eollert(‘d 8 mih^s S.E. Seoul. July 22, IdoJ; 1 speei- 
men was found in moss and lieluMis at Osan, Feb. 17, IJoJ; and 1 
specimen from t'edar and oak litter at Amsa, Aipeust lo, 1953. 



Fio. 1, Dorsal view of adult, Ca< cuius lihbtILsi ii. sp. ; fig. 2, dorsal view of 
right trochanter I.; fig. M, variation iii the aiit(‘rior edge of the i)ropodosoinal 
plate; fig. 4, dorsal vi(‘W' of larva. 


